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Date:
15th August 2003
With ‘WINGS’ Guiding and Scouting can Fly to Great Heights

During the 2nd – 9th August 2003 the UK experienced some of the hottest temperatures ever recorded.  In this heat 4,000 Scouts and Guides from across the world shared a week of fun and friendship and sharing during the Windsor InterNational Guide and Scout (WINGS) camp in Windsor Great Park.

As part of the pre-WINGS program, Scouts and Guides were challenged to raise £2 per head for the Berkshire based charity “Feed the Children”.  Some put on pantomimes while others washed cars and held jumble sales.  ‘Money is still pouring in and at present we have over £4,000 to donate to Feed the Children.

During the course of the week WINGS broke some impressive UK records - a well-known supermarket chain announced that we had possibly made the largest ever home delivery internet order for the camp food – almost £100,000!!!  While the activities team managed to introduce the largest number of people to scuba diving at a single event.

The WINGS experience belongs to all of us, the 4,000 participants including 600 staff had a week to remember along with a great sun tan!  The water sports were very popular for obvious reasons, including the kayaking, “…you were meant to paddle, but nobody got that far! We all fell in and were roaring with laughter” said Jake from the Isle of Wight.

WINGS has taken three years to organise by a team of dedicated volunteers.  “WINGS is a very ambitious project – not only in scale but in the detailed and co-ordinated organisation.  I was very impressed and you must be proud of what you have achieved” Jenny Leach, Chief Guide, Girl Guiding UK

“It was our pleasure to welcome Scouts and Guides from across the globe to WINGS 2003.  I am sure many of them are looking forward to more fun and friendship at WINGS 2009” says Ian Aitken, Camp Leader WINGS 2003.  For more information on WINGS 2009 please visit www.wings2009.org.uk. 

The WINGS 2003 experience came to an end on Friday evening (8th August) with a spectacular closing ceremony with a firework and laser show – until 2009…

About WINGS 2003:

The Windsor InterNational Guide & Scout (WINGS) camp is held once every five years.  WINGS 2003 is the third camp organised and was held from the 2nd – 9th August 2003 in Windsor Great Park.  The aim of WINGS is to provide an exciting and complete International experience for the 10+ age group of Guides and Scouts.  More than 30 countries were represented, including contingents from 30 counties from the UK, adding up to around 4,000 participants and staff.  Those taking part came from as far afield as Japan, Israel, Grenada, Tunisia, Thailand, Lebanon, Canada, Nigeria, India and Ghana.  

For more information on WINGS in general please visit www.wings2003.org.uk. 
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